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rains are over. In the month of April and May there is a
regular exodus, mostly to the Konkan. "Workers who do not
own land go once a year. Those coming from Northern India
go home once in two or three years but stay for three to four
months at a time.1 The workers belong to the classes known
as the untouchables or the depressed class: the Dheds, Mahars,
Chamars and Mochis and also the Marathas. Among the
Mahomedans Sheiks and Julahas predominate.
Although the Bombay textile workers maintain a very
close and living contact with their villages, the bulk of them
are permanent textile workers in the sense that they are not
mere birds of passage but continue to work in the industry
for a considerable period of time once they join it, and their
long association with the industry, according to Mr. S. M.
Rutnagur, is bringing about certain changes of a permanent
nature in the character and composition of the labour force.
He observes: "The bond to the land is becoming weaker, and
a new generation is growing up, born of mill workers, and
earning at the age of 14 years Rs. 20 to 25 per month in the
mill. This generation knows nothing of the field work, and
are less fit for it physically than the parents, so the children
will grow up as mill hands, without being ever bound to the
work for life as the Lancashire man is obliged to do.'2
The composition of the labour population of the inland
towns like Ahmedabad, Sholapur or Nagpur is more homoge-
neous and permanent than that of Bombay. In Ahmedabad
and Sholapur 60 and 64 per cent of the population respectively
were born in the city, whereas the corresponding percentage
in Bombay was only 16 per cent.3 Some Deccani and Konkani
labour is permanently settled in Ahmedabad. About 20 per
cent of the labourers in Ahmedabad come from the city proper.
This class consists mostly of landless Mahommedan weavers
and some Dhed spinners who have settled in Ahmedabad for
many generations. About 2 per cent of the workers in this
centre go to work daily from the neighbouring villages. Land-
less labourers such as Dheds and handloom weavers like
Vankars have come to the city in large numbers. The Vankars
1 Royal Commission on Labour in India, Evidence Vol. 1, Part 1, p. 7.
2 S.M. Rutnagur: Bombay Industries: The Cotton Mills, p. 322.
3 Royal Commission on Labour in India, Evidence Vol. II, Part 1,
p. 162.